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CHEM-A
1322 N Western
Damage to Real Property/Fire

RD# H 037 064
28 March 1986

INCIDENT:

CAUSE & ORIGIN:

DAMAGE:

MOTIVE:

PERSON CALLING FIRE DEPT:

WITNESSES:

INSURANCE INFORMATION:

WEATHER/LIGHTING:

EVIDENCE:

FIRE OFFICIAL IN CHARGE:

OTHER PERSONS INTERVIEWED:

INVESTIGATION:

Fire Investigation - a 1 story brick with
truss roof building located at 1322 N
Western in which a fire occurred in an
apparently accidental manner.

Examination of the scene revealed that
the fire originated in labor otory area
located in the east section of the
building at about the north/south mid-
point. In this room a work counter was
observed with a hole burned through
the top. This appears to be the point
of origin due to the intensity, fire
flow, and being the lowest point of
burning not attributable to fall down.

EXTENSIVE in that the structure's roof
collasped.

None discovered.

On view, CFD ENG. 57.

None

No insurance on building or business
per Attorney Robert ZAPOLIS.

Daylight/clear.

None

6th Batt. Chief MONTEGOMERY

LENZ, Joe; M/W, 1338 N. Western
Phone: EV4-9000.

KING, David; M/B/45 DOB ,: 0
Address: 4-221 M Lawndala, Harvey, Illinois
Phone: 339-3070

ZAPOLIS, Robert; M/W (Attorney for Victim)
Address: 3208 W. 95th Street
Evergreen Park, Illinois Phone: 423-8330

Reporting Detective was assigned this case
by the 2nd Watch, Watch Commander as an

yeo
s
o
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CHEM-A RD# H 037 064
1322 N Western 28 March 1986
Damage to Real Property/Fire

INVESTIGATION CON'T: Arson Hot Line #86-1-1 investigation.

In summary, Reporting Detective contacted
Mr. David KING who called in the arson hot line information. He related that
he was employed by the subject business but he quit about 2 weeks ago because
he was accused of stealing. He related that Joe LENZ who operates a neighboring
business saw the owner of the subject business, John PAUGA, start the fire.
The reason he gave for the fire was that he was the only person who knew how to
mix the chemicals and with him the business could not survive.

Reporting Detective contacted Joe LENZ and
he related, in summary, that he observed Mr. PAUGA in front of the subject
business yelling fire. Mr. LENZ went into his shop and called the Fire
Department but when he exited his shop the Fire Department was already on the
scene. Mr. LENZ had no further information.

Reporting Detective contacted DECKELMANN
of O.F.I, and he related that he has reclassified this fire from undetermined to
accidental. It was learned that Mr. PAUGA told him that he was at work to test
a new compound and do some paper work. He put the new product believed to be
Benzul Chloride and Ammonia on a hot plate in the laboratory and went into the
office area to type a letter. He, then, heard a whoosing sound and went to the
laboratory and observed the fire at the hot plate going up the wall, He attempted
to extinguish the fire to no avail, called 911 and came out of the building.

DECKELMANN related that the scene was consistant with Mr. PAUGA'S story
in that they found a 2 burner hot plate with one burner on and the other in the
off position at the point of origin and that they also found an empty fire
extinguisher near the point of origin.

Mr. John PAUGA, the business owner, was
contacted and he related essentially the same story of the incident. When
asked he related that he has no insurance to cover his loss and has had no problem
with anyone except an employer, Mr. JOHNSON, (Mr. KING) who quit because they
believed he was stealing from the company and informed him of this.

Lab Tech. Bill Tyrell was contacted and he
related that Benzyl Choiride has a flash point of 153 degrees F. and is combustible
at 1,086°F.

Reporting Detective went to the scene and
conducted a cause and origin as indicated in that category.

Reporting Detective attempted to recontact S
Mr. PAUGA and was referred to his attorney, Robert ZAPOLIS. **

35

Mr. ZAPOLIS was contacted and it was learned 8
that Mr. PAUGA died of a heart attack on 11 February 1986. Mr. ZAPOLIS related ^

SED



CHEM-A
1322 N Western
Damage to Real Property/Fire

RD# H 037 064
28 March 1986

INVESTIGATION CON'T: that he has handled Mr. PAUGA'S estate and
that there la on insurance, on. n.h/t hu&taftss.

to cover the loss nor is there any insurance on the building to the best of his
knowledge.

In view of the above facts and the fact that
no criminal intent has been established, Reporting Detective requests that this
case remain classified Damage to Real Property and closed pending the receipt of
contrary information.

itecjftve Dale Distel, Star #10989
Bomb and Arson Section

APPROVING SERGEANT:

-4-
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